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>> Dennis:  Okay.  All right.  It looks confusing, I think.  All right.  We're 

going to finish this up.  We'll get started in maybe five minutes or so.  Good 

morning.  Would you like it better if we put the captions on that side or this 

side?  More comfortable?  I think it looks better over there.  Everybody see 

that all right?  We're going to give you a good neck stretch today.  Okay, 

workedful.  Good morning, everyone.  It is just -- is that bothering anybody, 

the whole screen thing?  Okay.  All right.  All right.  Did I welcome 

everybody?  This is our second meeting of the year.  Today we're going to be 

talking about hearing loss and music.  And for those of you who don't know 

me I'm Dennis Selznick.  The President of this Chapter.  We have our 

Vice-President right here, Alex.  Good morning.  

 

Basically what I want to do today is kind of just give people a little bit of 

thinking about music and, you know, how things have changed and 

perceptions over the years regarding people with hearing loss and music.  

 

Let me start the presentation here.  One question I have been battling with 

for quite some time is do people with hearing loss enjoy music?  Is everybody 

here like music?  Okay.  Would you enjoy music more if you could hear 

better?  There are -- I have been talking to some people and they think that 



people with hearing loss don't like music.  They have -- they can't appreciate 

music to its fullest and they should not listen to music at all.  But my question 

to you is, is music an important part of your life?  Yes.  Well, talk a little bit 

about myself. 

 

When I was growing up I didn't enjoy music at all.  Now I do.  But when I was 

growing up I didn't like music at all. I had no appreciation for it.  I came in a 

family that had musicians so I would go to jazz bands, I would go to marching 

bands, and I wouldn't enjoy music at all.  I just tuned it out.  Didn't feel like it 

was a part of my life. 

 

The reason why I thought that was because I was told you couldn't appreciate 

music.  And when I was listening to music as a kid it was more of, you know, if 

you can't appreciate it why bother?  You can spend it on things that are more 

important that can, you know, enrich your life other than music. 

 

Well, then, about 10 years ago I got my cochlear implant and then once I got 

the implant I started listening to music.  And then with -- at that point I was 

able to better understand how music was appreciated by people. 

 

Now, when I talk to some of my friends and they tell me well, you know what, 

music is not just about, you know, violin or a cello and sounds that are very 

difficult for people with a hearing loss to hear, but it is also the vibration.  

That is why they really appreciate music. 

 

That kind of brings me to what are misconceptions about hearing loss?  How 

many of you have heard that people with hearing loss can't drive?  Well, I 



think I have a driver's license so I think I'm allowed to drive.  But in places like 

India if you -- you cannot get a driver's license if you have a hearing loss.  

 

People with hearing loss can't learn.  And I was told when I was a kid that I 

would not get passed the third grade reading level.  And I still hear it from 

people every once in a while that their kid will never learn.  They will never go 

to college.  Never even graduate high school.  So that misconception is still 

out there. 

 

Deaf or mute, can't speak.  Well, you can see that everybody here maybe has 

a hearing loss.  Can still peek in some sense.  There is no completely mute 

deaf people out there.  They make sounds.  I have been -- when I was in 

college I was having people tell me, you know, what I'm going to have to move 

into the deaf dorm because it is so quiet.  Well, I told them no, because the 

deaf dorms in colleges are the loudest part of the campus because we cannot 

hear each other yelling and screaming and making noise, pounding, all that 

kind of stuff. 

 

People with a hearing loss can't have babies.  Can't have families.  They're 

lonely for life because they can't communicate with people.  That's not true.  

Because lots of people have families, grow up, spread culture that way, have 

the ability to communicate and have relationships.  Even though they have a 

hearing loss. 

 

Now that brings me to the final misconceptions, can't hear music, can't enjoy 

music and I'm going to prove that wrong. 

 



Where did this idea of people with hearing loss can't enjoy music?  I have 

been looking through the Internet.  I have been finding a couple of things.  

You've all heard of the term tone deaf.  Well, maybe when somebody is tone 

deaf they can't not beat to rhythm. 

 

Famous scientists Charles Darwin, he was absolutely tone deaf.  He could not 

get a beat for the life of him.  But he was able to do amazing scientific things. 

 

People apply that to the word deafness that you couldn't hear anything at all.  

You couldn't really appreciate music.  You couldn't appreciate the beat 

maybe.  Therefore, you couldn't enjoy music. 

 

Some people have difficulty telling the difference between voice of the singer 

and instruments.  I admit I have that problem a lot.  I find out that even 

people who can hear well have difficulty telling the difference between a 

singer and a musician.  So if the whole idea is that if you can't tell the 

difference between the two, you can't enjoy music. 

 

People with hearing loss live in a silent world.  Completely quiet.  We know 

that is not true because people can feel things.  People can -- even if you can't 

hear well you can still hear vibrations.  That is not a silent world.  And when I 

was doing my research about music I found out that there is actually quite a 

few musicians who have a hearing loss and have been successful. 

 

I would like to talk a little bit about them.  How many of you know about 

Ludwig van Beethoven?  Nobody knows him.  He was -- he became deaf at 

the age of 30.  He had a lot of tinnitus.  But he still composed one of the 



most famous symphony, the 9th symphony and he has so much music that 

people looked at him as defining the classical musical piano and orchestra 

music. 

 

He is one of the most well-known because not only was he, you know, good at 

making music, but while he was growing up and with his hearing loss the only 

way he could communicate with people was writing back and forth.  So he 

had all these books that he kept growing up that, okay, well, if I can't 

understand what somebody is saying to me write it down.  He would write 

down his thoughts and then he would exchange ideas about his music, about 

his perception on how things should be played so he had about 400 books of 

his writings and his conversations with people and his thoughts and his ideas 

were well documented.  That is why we have such a good record of how 

Beethoven came up with the ideas about his music. 

 

The Who guitarist Pete Townshend.  He has tinnitus.  He lost his hearing 

with an on-stage explosion that ruptured his eardrums.  But they just played 

last week, two weeks ago at the Super Bowl, the Who.  They're well-known.  

He's a musician.  He still plays music even with his hearing loss. 

 

Who knows about The Beach Boys?  They're California band.  I know them 

pretty well.  Brian Wilson was deaf since the age of two and -- in one of his 

ears and losing his hearing in his left ear but he still became one of the most 

famous bands of the 60s and 70s.  

 

Now, these last two, they're up-and-coming people with a hearing loss.  TL 

Forsberg is in a documentary about hearing loss and surviving in the world and 



she's a hard of hearing singer.  She's on her way up.  She's performing in 

various movies and various films.  And, you know, she's going to be featured 

this year in the movie, See What I'm Saying. 

 

Then Charles Mokotoff.  I'm going to talk about him a little more in-depth.  

He was featured in the most recent magazine of HLAA.  How many of you 

have gone to the HLAA magazine?  Ah, no.  It is a good article.  But 

basically this is the person who's deeply involved in music but he lost his 

hearing at the age of 15 and then after he lost his hearing he learned a new 

instrument so he had to learn something completely new and then not only did 

he become very good at it but he graduated from -- with honors from Syracuse 

with a degree of music and went on to play at Carnegie Hall.  Carnegie Hall is 

one of the absolute top places you can play and recognition trying to see how 

successful you are.  Carnegie Hall is one of the best places to talk about. 

 

So if you have not yet gotten that magazine or not an HLAA member sign up as 

an HLAA member and get this magazine.  A great read.  

 

Even up to a couple of years ago it was widely thought that people could not 

enjoy music with their hearing loss.  How many of you have seen the movie 

Mr. Holland's Opus?  It is a great movie.  I love it.  And in there the son is 

deaf.  And then when they -- the parent, the main characters are the music 

teacher and they're talking to him and trying to get him to understand music 

but they -- they like no I'm not going to spend the time to teach him music.  

Even though he's deaf the child he still appreciates music.  Still was getting on 

a speaker and feeling the vibrations of the music which was so great.  And it 

showed that, yeah, people out there still believed that people with a hearing 



loss can't hear music.  Mr. Holland's Opus was showing yes, it is possible. 

 

So statistics call information, this is the boring part.  Okay.  One out of every 

three Americans that are over the age of 65 have a hearing loss.  Hearing loss 

defined as conversational hearing loss that in person talking to somebody have 

difficulty hearing.  One in three Americans over the age of 65.  That's about 

10 million people in the U.S.  That is a huge number of people having 

problems conversing.  And that affects their ability to enjoy music. 

 

This one is pretty important.  Four out of those five people don't have 

anything to help them.  They refuse to have something that will help them 

hear better or at least help them understand things like music better.  

 

Then a couple of quotes from some of my friends asking them about their 

perceptions on music.  All these people have hearing loss.  I think I listen to 

my i pod every day.  Even though they have a hearing loss they still listen to 

music. 

 

Music is more van just vibrations and we're sensitive to music, to movement.  

So people with hearing loss are more perceptive about things like vibrations.  

 

Even without sounds that I can't hear, I can still feel the deep notes.  So the 

deep notes like the base, I mean, they're heavy things.  You can feel.  But 

you can still appreciate them even though you cannot hear the higher notes.  

 

So I want to talk a little bit about the resources that are out there for people 

who want to enjoy music that have a hearing loss.  Lyrics.  How many of you 



bought a CD recently?  Well, I have.  I still like it because you can get the 

little inserts in them with all the words on the booklets that you can read.  

Also there is some pretty art.  But words that are on YouTube videos, some 

people would post videos with the captions of the words themselves on the 

screen of the video so you can watch the video.  It will have the words while 

you're listening to the song on YouTube.  Are we getting way behind?  Really 

behind.  Okay.  I think we stopped.  Always so much fun when technical 

difficulties come up.  I think that we're good now.  Awesome.  Okay.  All 

right.  Much better.  Okay.  All right.  Tunewiki.  I have a phone -- okay.  

So I have a phone that connects to the Internet.  And I can put a program on 

here that when I play music on my phone, it will pull up captions for me or at 

least lyrics so I can follow along lyrics on my phone while I'm listening to music 

when it switches to a new song it will automatically get captions or subtitles, 

lyrics from the Internet.  So I can be out, you know, at work, out on the street, 

listening to music and it will pull up all the captioning and I can look at it any 

time I want.  Fantastic stuff.  That is called Tunewiki.  

 

Next, how many people here like music videos.  Music videos are awesome.  

They're very visual.  Not only can you see that but you'll be able to -- newer 

technology is allowing auto captions.  Somebody puts their video on to 

YouTube.  It will be auto captioned meaning that they'll take the song, the 

words and pick out what they are and it automatically captioned without 

somebody having to type up a script and then put it up as a subtitle list caption 

on the video.  

 

Vevo.com.  How many of you have heard of Vevo?  It is a brand new site.  

It has a lot of music videos that are captioned.  They're being proactive about 



putting up captions with their videos.  I believe they're partnered with 

Tunewiki as well.  But don't take my word on that.  Vevo.com is a brand new 

site doing a whole lot of music videos to get people involved in music but a lot 

of them are captioned.  

 

Captioning the Internet one video at a time.  It's a one man person who is 

finding resources all over the Internet and pulling in videos that are being 

captioned.  Some of them are like movie trailers, some of them are partial like 

clip from TV shows.  He'll caption them or music videos.  

 

And then we have overstream.net.  Overstream is where you can find a 

YouTube video that is not captioned and then you yourself can caption them.  

So you can take that effort for yourself to be able to enjoy your own videos 

caption. 

 

You can see over here, YouTube recently has put together where it is down on 

the lower right corner and click on it.  If it has captions you can turn them on.  

 

Other ways to enjoy music, karaoke.  I recently picked up a game called band 

hero.  It comes with this set of drums, a guitar and microphone.  Well, if you 

plug in the microphone and while you're playing the game you can use the 

microphone to turn on karaoke mode and all the words come up on the 

screen.  You can do all the words to the song while you're watching, playing 

the drums or playing the guitar on a game.  

 

Captioned radio, how many of you have heard of captioned radio?  It is brand 

new.  They're just starting to come out.  A company in St. Louis is putting 



this together.  What they're doing is that they're having agreements with 

different radio stations to get captioning of their music that is being played.  

So you can be in the car -- it is very dangerous by the way -- you can be in the 

car and you can be having something on your screen of your car and it will 

actually caption what you're hearing.  It is not just for music but 

announcements, things like the weather, the news, all that kind of stuff.  So 

everything there is captioned.  This company is putting together lots of 

different ways to caption agreements with those radio stations. 

 

Amplification, there's a huge market out there for good speakers, good 

headphones for people that need a little more boosting their sound to be able 

to have a better way to appreciate music.  There is all these additional things 

called sub-woofers that give you a better feel so you can hear the music better. 

 

I recommend if you want to listen to music a good set of headphones go a long 

way.  Especially those that have the vibration built in so you can feel the 

music while you're listening to it. 

 

So I guess the question is, is it okay to like music if you have a hearing loss?  

Yeah.  Music is very accessible these days.  You have got captioning.  You 

have got amplification.  You have got subtitles, all that stuff. 

 

Most people who lose their hearing are older so they enjoy their music for 

their early part of their life and now they want to continue to enjoy it.  There 

is a lot of people that want to continue to get accessible music. 

 

So you can always find music that you like.  There is everything out there.  



Hard rock, metal, country, classical, country, you'll find something that you like. 

 

That is all I have.  Anybody have any questions or thoughts about music if you 

have a hearing loss?  Question.  

>> Sandy:  Hi, I'm Sandy Kelly, Executive Director at the deaf culture center.  

My question or comment to you is you listed quite a few resources here that 

are really good.  Is there a way you can send them out to us?  

>> Dennis:  Absolutely, we're going to have a blog site for the Kansas City 

Chapter up.  I'll be e-mailing everybody what that site is.  We're starting to 

put information on there so you'll be able to get not only this information and 

the presentation but future events that are coming up for us.  Any other 

questions?  All right.  Great.  Well thank you, guys.  Really for today we 

were going to talk about the next meeting -- our next meeting is going to be on 

March 13th that will be a month from now.  Saturday.  Alex, wills it going to 

be at, the next -- I think it is 75th and Metcalf.  So we're going to have a 

coffee social.  Just come out.  We're going to hang out, talk, see how things 

are going.  It is going to be 10:30 on March 13th.  And in April we're going to 

have a VR counselor, vocational rehabilitation counselor talk about resources 

for people with a hearing loss can use for vocational rehab.  It should be a 

good presentation.  I agree.  Sandy.  

>> Speaker:  [off microphone]  

>> Dennis:  Okay, yeah.  There is going to be on March 4th in Topeka there is 

going to be the deaf and hard of hearing day at the capitol which is a fantastic 

way for people to come on out and talk about, you have a chance to meet like 

your state Senators, your State Representative, talk about things like hearing 

loss and focus is going to be on employment and stuff like that.  It is hosted 

by the Kansas Commission on Deaf and Hard of Hearing which I'm a part of the 



Board.  And I want to make sure that everybody has a chance to come out 

there on March 4th.  It is like noon.  10:00 to 1:00.  Something like that, 

right.  There is going to be booths set up out at the capitol.  There is the 

building next to the capitol.  Okay, the Dillon House which is adjacent 

to -- yeah, it is across the street from it.  Any other questions?  All right, 

great.  I'm going to be here and we're going to go ahead and wrap-up the 

meeting for today. 

  

(Applause) 
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